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The 2030 Agenda underlines that the indivisible and integrated nature of the SDGs is of crucial 
importance in ensuring that the overarching objective of eradicating poverty and putting the world onto a 
sustainable path is realised. Achieving the SDGs as an indivisible whole and shifting towards sustainable 
and resilient societies requires applying whole-of-government approaches and enhancing policy and 
institutional coherence, as called for by SDG Target 17.14. But what does this mean in practice? How can 
policy coherence for sustainable development help in maximising synergies and addressing trade-offs 
between highly interconnected SDGs? How can progress be measured?   
  
Purpose 
 
Against this background, the special event will convene a panel of representatives from governments, 
civil society and international and research organisations to: 
 

 Share country experiences in strengthening institutional mechanisms, policy-making processes, 
and monitoring and reporting systems to ensure an integrated implementation of the SDGs; 
 

 Identify challenges and solutions involved in overcoming silo approaches and in addressing 
negative spillover effects of domestic policies. 
 

 Highlight emerging approaches and methodologies to support countries in tracking progress on 
PCSD. 

 
Participants will discuss these issues in the context of the special theme for the 2018 HLPF 
“transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”.  The discussions will focus on:  
 

 How to capture interlinkages between the SDGs –  particularly those under 2018 HLPF review 
(SDG 6, 7, 11, 12, 15 and 17)?   
 

 What type of actions can generate co-benefits in achieving SDG 6, 7, 11, 12, and 15? What type of 
indicators could be used to monitor trends, changes and performance over time? 
 

 What institutional mechanisms can help to harness synergies, manage trade-offs and policy 
conflicts across sectors and sustainability domains, and address the potential transboundary and 
intergenerational policy effects of domestic and international action?  

 
 



 

 

 
 
Expected outcomes 
 
The outcome of the discussions will inform the work underway by UN Environment, as a custodian 
agency, for developing the methodology for the SDG global indicator 17.14.1. 
 
The event also aims to contribute to the High-level Political Forum’s theme by enabling an interactive 
discussion among key decision makers and experts on how to foster mutually-reinforcing policies to 
ensure a successful transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies. 
 

Policy coherence for sustainable development in practice:  
Achieving progress towards SDG Target 17.14 

Agenda 
 

Opening 

  
10:00-10:05 - Welcoming remarks by OECD  
  
10:05-10:15 - Introduction: “Policy Coherence in the context of the SDGs and UN Environment’s role as 

Custodian Agency of 17.14.1” by Ludgarde Coppens,  Head of the SDG and Environment Statistics 
Unit, Science Division, United Nations Environment 

  

Panel discussion: How to achieve progress on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (SDG target 17.14) – 
exchange of good practices and lessons learnt 

  
10:15-11:10 Panellists:  

 

 Ms.Kh.Bulgantuya, Deputy Finance Minister, Mongolia  

 Ms. Norma Munguia, Director General for Global Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mexico  

 Mrs. Luz Keila Gramajo, specialist at the Secretariat of Planning and Programming of the 
Presidency, Guatemala 

 Mr. Rilli Lappalainen, Secretary General, the Finnish NGDO Platform to the EU, Kehys 

 Mr. Livio Vanghetti, Philip Morris International 

Moderator: 
 

 Ms. Ebba Dohlman, OECD 
  
11:10-11:25. Q & A 
  

Closing  

  
11:25-11:30 - Final remarks OECD / UN Environment 

 
 
  



 

 

 
 
Background 
 

Policy coherence for sustainable development (PCSD) – embodied in SDG target 17.14 
– is an integral part of the means of implementation for all SDGs and essential for 
achievement of the SDGs in a balanced and integrated manner. It involves making 
difficult choices – potential trade-offs – between promoting well-being and 
sustainable development “here and now” and “elsewhere”, or between short-term 
priorities and longer-term sustainable goals (“later”). PCSD is an approach to 
systematically integrate the economic, social and environmental dimensions of 
sustainable development at all stages of domestic and international policy-making. It 
aims at reconciling domestic and international policies with internationally agreed 
goals and address the negative impacts of policies. 

 
PCSD can help to identify interlinkages across SDG areas, and ensure that policies aimed at achieving one 
SDG contribute to progress in other SDGs. For example, in transformation efforts towards sustainable and 
resilient societies, governments can benefit from policy coherence to ensure that universal access to 
electricity and clean cooking (SDG 7) can be reached without threatening the achievement of climate 
targets (SDG 13), and with substantial health (air pollution) benefits (SDG 3). Or to ensure that support 
programmes for agriculture (SDG 2) do not work at cross purposes with efforts to halt deforestation and 
biodiversity loss (SDG 15). 
 
PCSD can also help to consider more systematically in policy-making how countries’ development paths 
can impact on each other, and how domestic policy choices may affect the sustainable development 
prospects of other countries and of future generations. In a highly interconnected world, the transmission 
channels between countries are numerous – for example through financial flows, imports and exports of 
goods and services, migration or knowledge transfers – and countries’ policies necessarily impact on one 
another. This implies, for example, the need to look at the extent to which existing terms of trade 
undermine other countries’ ability to develop sustainably. This is the spirit of the SDG target 17.14 which 
calls on all countries to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development. 
 
Policy coherence does not happen automatically. It is a political choice by the government to put in place 
supporting institutional structures and take specific initiatives to incorporate SDGs inte the mandate and 
work of each governmental institution. Enhancing PCSD depends on institutional mechanisms to 
anticipate, balance and reconcile divergent policy pressures. These pressures can include conflicting 
domestic and international policy priorities, opposing economic, social and environmental concerns, 
competing sectoral interests, and contradictory short-term pressures with long-term policy direction that 
are becoming integral to the pursuit of highly interconnected sustainable development goals. 
 
Experience shows that monitoring progress on policy coherence is essential to inform decision-making 
and to ensure that policies are adjusted in light of potential negative or unintended effects. It has also 
shown that measuring progress on policy coherence represents a major methodological challenge. This 
requires governments to be able to measure synergies and trade-offs between economic, social and 
environmental values; and assess the transboundary and long-term implications of current policy 
decisions. There are diverse frameworks that can be used to track progress in PCSD for SDG 
implementation. Some countries are strengthening their monitoring and reporting systems in light of the 
2030 Agenda, and adding elements that can be instrumental for monitoring SDG target 17.14. 


